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 This past Thursday we celebrated the Solemnity of the Ascension.  When Jesus ascended 

to heaven, he did not leave us alone.  He gave us the Holy Spirit moving in our world, and the 

Sacraments as powerful ways to be united to Him; and He gave us the Church as a body where 

we remain joined to him and each other to become His presence in the world.  

 To be Jesus’ presence in the world is a big demand.  But we don’t do it alone - we do it 

together, and with Jesus help.  He said today: I have given them the glory you gave me, so that …  

they may be brought to perfection as one, [and] that the world may know that you sent me, and 

that you loved them even as you loved me.  He has given us the glory He received from the 

Father (that is, the union with His Body which gives us a share in the divine life) - but why?  He 

says so that we may be brought to perfection as one and show the world that God loves them.  

 Let me tell you the story of a famous expert in family life - let’s call him Dr. Smith.  He 

had compiled the works of a great expert in family life and worked to put it into practice in his 

own family.  He would go around and give seminars on family living and, of course, brought his 

family with him.  In the seminars they would interact as a family to show how successful the 

parenting techniques were.  He and his wife would discuss how well they negotiated conflicts 

between them - with mutual respect.  They seemed to be brimming with love and affection that 

spilled out to others.  However, a few people caught an incident between two of his children.  

They were fighting over a snack from a vending machine, each trying to overpower the other, the 

mother came up and scolded them lest they act like these other people, followed by Dr. Smith 

himself who frustratingly asked his wife why she couldn’t control her kids.   After this, it seemed 

that they were not so good after all - why follow this family and the principles they lived their 

life by.  But, the problem may not have been the principles at all - but because they made a good 

thing look bad, many people doubted the principles, left, and missed the chance to be helped. 

 Your probably see where I am going.  We as a parish family and as a larger Catholic 

Christian family need to have a unity and a commitment to putting into practice the truth of what 

Christ has taught us in order to encourage others to follow and not go away.  What is at stake is 

something more important than in my story.  The unity that Christ calls us to is not just to make 

social or family interaction smoother in this earthly life (although it will do that) - it is to achieve 



a supernatural unity with the Body of Christ that will allow us to enter with Him in heaven when 

we die.  It is not about spreading the philosophy of a human guru - it is to proclaim the words of 

the Almighty God showing us the way to eternal life and draw others to that God of Love.   God 

wants us to unite to Jesus so fully that we actually become His presence.  God wants us to 

become one Body and communicate to the world that His words are true and to be followed.  It is 

actually a big responsibility and needs God’s supernatural help.  This is why Jesus prays for us: 

Holy Father, I pray not only for them, but also for those who will believe in me through their 

word.  He is praying for those people there with Him, and for all of us, and for all those who will 

come to believe in the Lord through us. 

 Well, how do we do this?  First, we have to more deeply believe in what Jesus’ says.  

Many of the young men I have worked with who entered lives of crime did not believe the 

thoughts I and others told them that a different life was possible.  They also needed to see people 

living it instead of being influenced to stay where they were by watching the behavior of others.   

People watching us will either be drawn to dig into the mysterious realities of the eternal God - 

or find a reason to reject God’s Word.  People watching us will either sense our faith and feel that 

there is something Divine and supernatural underneath the Church, or just see it a social club.  

 Example of belief, words, and actions are powerful.  Look at the first reading.  Stephen is 

giving witness to truths of how Jesus fulfilled the Scriptures.  He sees into supernatural realities - 

he has faith in things hard to believe and that are beyond our material world.  This was too much 

for those who did not want to change, did not want to believe in the hard-to-understand realities 

of how Jesus would bring us to salvation.  As they were stoning him, young Saul was watching.  

I think something about that event impressed him.  The witness of Stephen, the full conviction he 

had that what he believed was true, the placing that belief into practice fully - that was 

impressive.  Although Saul will go on to persecute the church, his conversion allows him to see 

that what Stephen said was true, what Stephen believed was valid, what Stephen died for was 

worthy.  Saul becomes Paul and will speak about the supernatural union of the the Body of 

Christ, he will explain that salvation is not something that we do, but it is the being brought to an 

external life in that Body of Christ, he will follow Stephen and give his life. Through the seed 

that Stephen sowed, Saul became Paul and influenced billions.  If your faith is not as strong as 

Stephen pray for an increase.  Don’t be like the Smith family that had a treasure and did not fully 

use it - be more like Stephen and Paul who due to their belief and living it out led many to Jesus.


